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Here’s how to promote conservation through descending devices 

The three-year program, made possible by ASA’s conservation funding  arm, centers on 
education. (Photo/Courtesy: ASA and the Fishing Wire.com)
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 the Fishing Wire.com 

 
Alexandria, VA  – The 2,600 an-
glers who recently participated in 
the American Sportfishing Asso-
ciation’s (ASA) FishSmart South 
Atlantic Red Snapper and Red 
Drum Conservation Effort pro-
grams reported taking action to 
increase fish survival rates 
through the use of descending de-
vices for red snapper, and short 
leader circle hook rigs for red 
drum. Apart from the measurable 
results, participants helped to 
focus attention on the viability of 
descending devices as a tool for 
fisheries management. 
The three-year program, made 
possible by ASA’s conservation 
funding arm the FishAmerica 
Foundation, centered on educa-
tion and descending device use 
among anglers fishing for red 
snapper and other reef fish in the 
South Atlantic. Designed to re-
lease discarded fish at or near the 
depth at which they were hooked, 
these devices reduce discard 
mortality thereby improving fish 
survival and future fishing oppor-
tunities. The FishSmart project 
provided an opportunity for re-
searchers to determine the true 
capability of anglers to adopt the 
use of descending devices. 

University of Memphis third baseman Alec Trela named  
Commissioner’s Postgraduate Leadership Award winner 
 MEMPHIS, TN. – Memphis 
Tigers third baseman Alec Trela 
added to his on and off the field 
resume, as the American Athletic 
Conference named the senior as 
a 2020-21 Commissioner’s Post-
graduate Leadership Award 
winner. 
  Voted on by the conference’s 
faculty athletics representatives, 

the annual award is given to one 
male and one female student-ath-
lete from an AAC-sponsored 
sport who has been admitted to a 
degree-granting or professional 
program for the following year. 
The award goes to a student-ath-
lete who has demonstrated lead-
ership through excellence in 
academic credentials, athletic 

performance, and depth of com-
mitment to service within the in-
stitution. 
  Tulane swimmer Jeni Griffin 
joins Trela as the female student-
athlete recipient this year. Trela 
and Griffin will each receive a 
$5,000 scholarship that may be 
applied to postgraduate studies. 

  Trela is the fifth Memphis stu-
dent-athlete to win the Commis-
sioner’s Postgraduate Leadership 
Award, as he joins Stasia Mallin 
(2019-20), Chandler Klemm 
(2017-18), Keenan Joyner 
(2014-15), and Zach Willis 
(2013-14) as Tigers who have re-
ceived the conference’s top aca-

Over the years, programs like 
FishSmart have helped advance 
research into the effectiveness of 
tools such as descending devices 
and raised awareness among an-
glers about the importance of im-
proving fish survival. This has 
also helped put conservation 
tools such as descending devices 
in front of Congress. The DE-
SCEND Act, enacted in January 
2021, requires recreational (in-
cluding charter boats) and com-
mercial anglers to have on board 
a venting tool or descending de-

vice that is rigged and ready for 
use while fishing for reef fish in 
Gulf of Mexico federal waters. 
A similar regulation exists in the 
South Atlantic region. Commer-
cial, for-hire and private recre-
ational vessels are required to 
have a descending device on 
board and readily available for 
use while fishing for or posses-
sing snapper-grouper species. 
The 2021 South Atlantic red 
snapper season opens at 12:01 
a.m., local time, on July 9, 2021, 
and closes at 12:01 a.m., local 

time, on July 12, 2021. 
“Every recreational angler plays 
a role in the conservation and 
sustainability of our fisheries. 
When anglers experience first-
hand how descending devices 
improve survival of fish caught 
from deep waters, they quickly 
realize the necessity of these im-
portant tools,” said Spud Wood-
ward, member of the South 
Atlantic Fishery Management 
Council and supporter of that 
council’s action requiring de-
scending devices be on board and 

readily available for use. “A big 
part of fishing is the anticipation 
of the next catch. The more fish 
released alive, the greater the op-
portunity for those future catches. 
It’s exciting to see the positive 
survey results from ASA’s three-
year project, and it’s our hope the 
participants will continue to 
share their experiences with other 
anglers leading to more fish 
being released alive in a healthy 
condition.” 
Survey results for the red 
snapper/reef fish component 

show that two-thirds of anglers 
had little knowledge of descend-
ing devices prior to enrolling in 
the programs. Nearly 75 percent 
of the anglers surveyed believe 
that descending devices will help 
reduce discard mortality and 
planned to use it when needed on 
the fish that they released in the 
future. ASA also published de-
scending device Best Practices 
information the anglers found 
helpful as they learned a new 
way to release fish. 
Anglers fishing for red drum also 
received Best Practices infor-
mation as well as short leader, 
circle hook rigs, which are dem-
onstrated to reduce deep hooking 
and improve the chances of sur-
vival of released adult red drum. 
Sixty-one percent of the anglers 
surveyed believe that the short 
leader circle hook rigs reduced 
the incidence of deep hooking, 
indicating acceptance of their 
use. 
”The FishSmart survey results, 
and those of an earlier effort in 
the Gulf of Mexico, reaffirm that 
anglers are a tremendous force 
for conservation when provided 
with information and tools 
proven to improve the survival 
of released fish,” remarked Mike 
Leonard, ASA’s vice president of 
Government Affairs. “We’re en-
couraged by the strong support 
behind descending devices, 
which reinforces the importance 
of their use, and we ask that fish-
ery managers to take this support 
into account as they develop 
fishing regulations.” 
Yamaha Rightwaters, Yamaha 
Marine’s conservation and sus-
tainability initiative, played a 
key role in FishSmart funding. 
“The primary goal of Yamaha 
Rightwaters is to preserve and 
sustain water and aquatic envi-
ronments, which includes pro-
moting programs and initiatives 

”The FishSmart survey re-
sults, and those of an ear-
lier effort in the Gulf of 
Mexico, reaffirm that an-
glers are a tremendous 
force for conservation 
when provided with infor-
mation and tools proven to 
improve the survival of re-
leased fish,” remarked 
Mike Leonard, ASA’s vice 
president of Government 
Affairs. “We’re encour-
aged by the strong support 
behind descending de-
vices, which reinforces the 
importance of their use, 
and we ask that fishery 
managers to take this sup-
port into account as they 
develop fishing regula-
tions.” 
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demic award. 
  The Memphis infielder is the 
second Tigers baseball student-
athlete to earn this honor and it 
makes it consecutive years that a 
member of Tigers’ athletics has 
been named the Commissioner’s 
Postgraduate Leadership Award 
winner. In addition, Trela was 
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